


www.heritagegateway.org.uk 



The Heritage Gateway: an example of how to carry out searches –  

 

www.heritagegateway.org.uk 

 

- From the Home page, go to More Detailed Search 

- Use ‘Find on map’ function, and specify area 

- On the ‘When’ tab specify World War I 

- On the ‘Resources’ tab specify the relevant HER, and the National 

  Heritage List for England 

-    Search 

 

 

http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/




Some counties have web 

mapping (Essex, Herts, etc) 

Use the ? facility to find out 

what each symbol is, and 

 

‘View Details’ will bring up 

the record itself 



Part of an Essex 

HER record –  

sources can be found 

at the bottom 

 

Note the difficulty in  

locating the site 

 





HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT RECORDS 

 
What they are, and what they record 

- as records, and on GIS mapping: 

- from Palaeolithic to Cold War 

- archaeology, buildings, landscapes 

 

- three quarters of all known archaeology has been 

 found since the advent of developer-funded  

 work in 1991 



Planning Policy Guidance Note 16 (PPG16) issued by HM Govt in 

1991 

- introduces the principle of ‘preservation by record’ within the planning 

system 

- planning conditions can be put on consent by district planners, 

including archaeology 

As a result, the role of the SMR (Sites & Monuments Record) 

changed from an essentially passive recording and indexing function to a 

consciously active one in close partnership with local government planning 

archaeologists. 

SMRs were soon renamed Historic Environment Records. 84 such 

databases cover the entire country and record data to  

national standards 

MANAGEMENT OF CHANGE: developer-funded archaeology 

2010 PPG16 superseded by Planning Policy 

Statement 5 

2013 National Planning Policy Framework 

replaces PPS5, retaining the essential  

principle of planning conditions and developer 

funding 



How the system works: 

 

1. Planning application to District 

2. HEU consulted/picks up application 

3. Planning archaeologist advises District 

4. Condition put on consent 

5. Applicant employs archaeological contractor 

6. Work done, with advice from the planning archaeologist 

7. Archaeological contractor submits Report to Planning 

              archaeologist 

8. Report accepted, District advised 

9. Planning condition discharged by District 

10. Report added to HER, records added/updated 

 

The Hertfordshire HER now holds 3,400 reports 



HERs also include many records from non-commercial sources, 

and promote or encourage projects covering specific interests: 

 

 

- Building types such as timber farm buildings 

 

- World War II monuments (from pillboxes to airfields)  

 

- Extant and vanished parks and gardens 

 

- Historic settlements large and small 

 

- Etc  

 

 



World War I remains in Hertfordshire: 

 

Existing records directly relating to WWI are various: 

 

Aircraft hangar 

Airfield (emergency night landing site) 

Anti-aircraft gun emplacement 

Crash site 

Munitions works 

Practice trenches 

Rifle training range 



How were they identified? 

 

Already known about 

Found as a result of surveys into something else 

Found by accident  

 

How can coverage be improved? 

 

Liaison with county museums, record offices and local history initiatives 

 

Liaison with national projects 

 (Legacies of the Home Front; First Blitz Project…) 

 

 

And also… 



Some things to look out for: 

 

Prisoner of war camps (often in grounds of existing houses) 

 

Internment camps (ditto) 

 

Army Remount depots for Army horses 

 

Munitions works 

 

Rifle training ranges (new ones, and others still in use) 

 

Home hospitals, often in existing larger houses (www.scarletfinders.co.uk)  



 

A few websites: 

 

www.scarletfinders.co.uk (for lists of hospitals caring for military personnel  

by 1917, some pre-existing but many in private houses used only for the  

duration) 

 

www.centenarynews.com 

 

www.battlefieldstrust.com/page110.asp for First Blitz Project  

(aerial bombardment) 

 

www.bristol.ac.uk/archanth/homefront  

(for the Legacies of the Home Front project) 

 

www.warmemorials.org (War Memorials Trust) 

 

www.roll-of-honour.com 

  

http://www.centenarynews.com/


THE WAR, PART II: CONSEQUENCES 

 

Other classes of monument: 

 

 

 

War memorials: considerable physical variety 

 

Commemorative monuments (not the same thing – village halls, etc) 

 

‘Land Fit for Heroes’ campaign: smallholdings set up as part of efforts to 

 provide livings for ex-servicemen 

 

Mental hospitals for soldiers with shell shock 

 

Council housing: first appears in the 1920s, also in response to the 

 post-war housing shortage 



Final points: 

 

 

HERs encourage the permanent deposition of  

data from other bodies, groups, and individuals  

 

HERs are not static: 

they are constantly updated and revised with new material and 

information 

 

HERs record information to national standards, so cross-county 

searches will provide data in comparable form 

 

The information is made available through national and county 

portals 

 

 

 Everything is mapped as precisely  

 and accurately as possible 


