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“Affectionately named “battlebags” by their crews and “blimps” by civilians, Royal 
Naval Air Service airships were a familiar sight around Britain’s shores during the war 
years 1914 – 1918”: http://historyhubulster.co.uk/whitehead-aerodrome/  
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Bentra and WW1 centenary  

o 1917 Airship Station “Class A” and Landing Ground opened at Bentra near Whitehead 

o ‘SS Class’ airships and fixed-wing aircraft could patrol the Irish Sea searching for U-boats 

o Bentra was a sub-station for Luce Bay (in Scotland) for non-rigid RNAS and later RAF airships 

o Larne-Stranraer ferry also protected by Bentra 

o 5 June 2017 first airship, SS20, arrived at Bentra 

o Four airships operated from the station at Bentra – SSZ11, SSZ12, SS20 and SS23 

o One ‘portable’ hangar on site for airships, steel and canvas, 150’ long by 45’ wide and 50’ high 

o Landing Ground for fixed-wing aircraft and wooden huts for personnel to live in on site 

o Flying ceased in 1919 

o 20 February 1920 site relinquished by military 

o What happened afterwards to Bentra, and what’s left of its remains today?  

  



“Battlebags” and “Blimps”--Exploring the Legacies of Whitehead’s WW1 Aerodrome 

A community heritage project: 

Activities 

- Learning about the history of the Bentra site 

- Carrying out further research in relation to Bentra and coastal defence 

- Surveying the Bentra site using GPS, field walking and site photography 

- Visualising historical data using Geographical Information Systems (GIS) 

- Visits to further local coastal defence sites, to understand the sites setting in a wider landscape 

- Exploring airship technology through STEM related activity 

  

Outputs 

- New research on the site of Bentra and coastal defence heritage 

- Development and extension of publically-accessible online resources  

- Exhibition at Carrickfergus Museum, with accompanying publication 

- Public events:  

o May 2018- Outreach event to raise local awareness – recording memories and stories. 

o November 2018 - Airship Travelling Road Show -  



Living Legacies 
1914-18 
• WW1 public engagement 

centre 

• Three research themes 

• Strategic partners 

• Collaborations 

• Public engagement and 
WW1 

• Projects 

• Resources 

• Outputs and legacies 

http://www.livinglegacies1914-
18.ac.uk/CommunityResources
/DigitalResources/DigitalMappi
ng/Project2WW1AviationSitesi
nIrelandaninteractivemappingr
esource/ 



WWI Aviation  
in Ireland 
 • Story Map using ‘Secret No.120’ 

• Map corrected to 16th 
November, 1918 

• Covers all of Great Britain and 
Ireland 

• Includes a more detailed map 
of London 

• Collaboration between Queen’s 
University Belfast (QUB) and the 
Ulster Aviation Society (UAS), 
developed through the AHRC-
funded "Living Legacies 1914-18" 
engagement centre 

 

 

http://go.qub.ac.uk/ 
ww1airfields 

 



Defence Heritage 
Project (DHP) 
 • Collaboration between "Living 

Legacies 1914-18" and Historic 
Environment Division (HED), 
Department for Communities 

• Crowdsourcing project 

• Reboot for WW1 centenary 

• Source of information on 
defence heritage in NI 

• Updating of existing records 

• Ground-truthing and site 
recording 

• New sites and records as legacy 
including WW1 aviation sites… 

• Living Legacies workshops using 
geospatial technologies 
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For further information please 
contact 

Shirin Murphy at 

Carrickfergus Museum 

E:shirin.murphy@midandeastantrim.
gov.uk 

T: 028 93358245 


